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free elementary schools were by far insufficient to
give even a small portion of the population the
opportunity to learn to read and write. While the
same government did not spare money or effort to
build throughout the villages of Russia all kinds of
churches, the clergy of which were used as a tool
by the government to teach the people to be sub-
missive and contented with their lot, it was very
miserly in building schools. These were few and
located as far apart as fifty or sixty miles, which
made it possible for only a small percentage of
children in the rural districts to attend them. As in
the rural districts, so even in the urban centers,
elementary schools were scarce, and those which
existed under the czar were below the standards set
by those in other European countries or the United
States.

The period of attendance in the elementary
schools covered only three years of seven months
each. This short school year was necessitated by the
fact that even very young children of agrarian
parents in czarist Russia helped their parents in the
fields and were not able to start school in the fall
until after the harvest season was over. Likewise, it
was necessary to release them early enough in the
spring to help with the work of that season. Even